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SUBJECT: TUNA DISPUTE 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS 

1. SHOULD THIS SUBJECT ARISE AT YOUR MEETING WITH 
RODRIGUEZ LARA, YOU MIGHT WANT TO DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING. 

2. OUR DELEGATION WILL BE IN TOUCH EARLY NEXT WEEK 

AT THE LOS CONFERENCE IN GENEVA WITH THE ECUADORIAN DELEGA- 
TION TO RESUME THE DISCUSSIONS INITIATED BY MOORE AND 
CLINGAN IN QUITO. WE FOUND THE INITIAL GOE RESPONSE EN- 
COURAGING AND HOPE REAL PROGRESS CAN BE MADE AT GENEVA. 

3. WE ARE RELIEVED THAT THE LAST OF THE U.S. FISHING 
VESSELS FINALLY DEPARTED EARLIER THIS WEEK. HOWEVER, THE 
VIOLENCE ON THE NEPTUNE MARCH 6 WAS MOST REGRETTABLE AND 
COULD FURTHER COMPLICATE OUR MUTUAL EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE 
TUNA PROBLEM. WE HOPE THE GOE WILL RESPOND FAVORABLY AND 
PROMPTLY TO OUR REQUEST FOR AN INVESTIGATION OF THIS 
INCIDENT. INGERSOLL 
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